
Photographic 
Kaleidoscopes

Photoshop Project #3



We will be creating 

kaleidoscopes out of 

our photos next 

week so you will 

need to have 3 

photos taken!  Make 

sure at least one is 

in black & white and 

one is in bright 

colors!





Low contrast images with 
very similar colors do not 

work very well for 
creating a kaleidoscope.



Images with very similar 
colors but higher contrast 

work a bit better.



Images with higher contrast 
and bright contrasting colors 

work much better for 
creating a kaleidoscope.







There are a lot of different kaleidoscopes that can be made from 
one image, so don’t get hung up on a there being  a “CORRECT” 

kaleidoscope.  As long as your kaleidoscope is symmetrical and has 8 
repetitions in it you are doing fine!











Bright contrasting 

colors work really 

well in 

kaleidoscopes as 

they create areas of 

detail and interest.

You will need to take 

at least 1 photo 

using bright colors.



Patterns with some 

irregularities work 

really well for 

kaleidoscopes.  

Take at least one 

black and white 

photo for this 

assignment!



Natural subjects, like 

plants, work really 

well because the 

individual stems and 

branches create lots 

of detail and areas 

of overlap.





Be careful about too 

much empty space 

in your photos.  It 

will show up in your 

final kaleidoscope!  

This photo originally 

had lots of empty 

space in it.





Editing your photos 

BEFORE you turn 

them into 

kaleidoscopes is 

highly 

recommended!!! It 

will help you control 

the look and feel of 

your final work.





We will be creating 

kaleidoscopes out of our 

photos next week so you 

will need to have 3 photos 

taken!  Make sure at least 

one is in black & white and 

one is in bright colors!  If you 

don’t get this done in class 

then it is HOMEWORK!!!! 

You will need to make sure 

that you have transferred 

your files to your computer 

BEFORE Monday/Tuesday 

class.


